SPEAKERS

Carmen Franich, Legal Executives New Zealand, Auckland

After four years as vice-president of Legal Executives New Zealand (LENZ),
Carmen was elected president at the 2022 AGM. She was the president of LENZ
Auckland Waikato Branch between 2016 and 2019 and is a Fellow member of
LENZ. Having spent many years working in law firms, Carmen is now employed
as a Land Advisor at Kainga Ora — Homes and Communities. She has a particular
interest in all aspects of subdivisions.

Geraldine Biggs, Corcoran French, Christchurch

Geraldine is a senior associate on the litigation team at Corcoran French Lawyers
in Christchurch. She is experienced in resolving insurance disputes and has assisted
many clients in navigating insurance issues and claims in the aftermath of the
Canterbury earthquakes. Geraldine also practises in construction and employment
law, and previously worked as a criminal barrister in Dublin where she is originally
from.

Sandy Donaldson, Simpson Grierson, Auckland

Sandy is in the firm’s commercial property group. She specialises in property law
and property development (from small scale residential subdivisions to complex
commercial developments). Sandy’s expertise also extends to property and due
diligence advice in residential and commercial developments and commercial
leasing.

Steph Dyhrberg, Barrister, Wellington

Steph (formerly partner at Dyhrberg Drayton Employment Law) is a senior
Wellington lawyer. She has a wide variety of experience in all sectors. Steph has
been championing safe, respectful employment practices for many years. She
has been involved in the campaign for effective pay equity legislation, including
appearing in the Bartlett & E tii case against Terranova. In 2018, Steph was
awarded Wellingtonian of the Year in recognition of her efforts to tackle sexual
harassment in the legal profession.

Emily Flaszynski, Mortlock McCormack Law, Christchurch

Emily leads the relationship property and family law team, specialising in
separation and the division of relationship property, contracting out agreements
and estate planning to protect assets, assisting trustees with their trustee duties,
contentious relationship property, trust and estate disputes. She assists her clients
to find constructive, pragmatic, sensible and beneficial outcomes. Emily is also

a member of the Canterbury Earthquake Insurance Tribunal presiding over
residential insurance claim disputes arising out of the Canterbury earthquake
sequence.
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Riaan Geldenhuys, Barrister, Auckland

Riaan practises as a barrister sole and advises a number of high-profile companies
on income tax, GST and Customs issues. He has several clients in the property
sector, including receivers, liquidators, accounting and law firms. Before joining
the bar, Riaan was a tax disputes resolution specialist for PwC for more than

10 years, and worked in senior roles in Inland Revenue. Prior to immigrating from
South Africa, he practised as a solicitor and was a litigation partner from 1999.

Thomas Gibbons, Thomas Gibbons Law, Hamilton

Thomas is a specialist property and resource management lawyer, dealing with
complex issues in subdivisions, unit titles, land development and infrastructure.
He is often called upon to provide expert opinions for other lawyers, and has
given expert evidence in the High Court on a number of occasions. Thomas works
with a range of clients, including developers, local authorities, landowners, body
corporates, iwi groups, and many others. He is known for combining a high level
of technical knowledge with practical and strategic advice. Thomas chaired the
NZLS CLE Subdivisions Conferences in 2018 and 2022.

Ross Hurly, Toiti Te Whenua LINZ, Hamilton

Ross is a highly experienced solicitor supporting the property rights team at
Toitd Te Whenua Land Information New Zealand, specialising in complex
registration matters. He has previously presented at subdivision workshops
and conferences for lawyers and surveyors throughout the country.

Kimberly Lawrence, Greg Kelly Trust Law, Wellington

Kimberly specialises in trust and estate disputes. She provides strategic advice to
individuals, professionals, executors, and trustees, and acts in relation to trust and
estate litigation of all kinds. Kimberly enjoys simplifying complex problems, and
providing a clear path forward in every situation.

Colette Mackenzie, Greg Kelly Trust Law, Wellington

Colette has extensive experience in all aspects of trust and estate law, including
advising clients on the use of trusts and wills in the context of asset planning,
with particular expertise in dealing with attacks on trusts and estates following
separation or death.
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Fleur McDonald, Fleur McDonald Legal, Christchurch

Fleur is an elder law specialist and industry leader in elderly services and seniors
law. She deals with all areas of property, asset protection and estate planning with
a particular speciality in helping seniors and their families, especially with the
use of specialist wills and Enduring Powers of Attorney. Fleur ensures smooth
management of personal and property affairs for her senior clients to have
ownership structures designed specifically as they move into retirement living.

Her Honour Judge Rachel Mullins (Ngati Kahunungu ki Heretaunga,
Kai Tahu)

Appointed as Judge of the Maori Land Court for the Waikato Maniapoto rohe in
October 2021, prior to her appointment Judge Mullins practised in the areas of
Maori Land Law and Education Law. She is currently the Presiding Officer for

the Waitangi Tribunal Urgent Inquiry regarding Kura Kaupapa Maori Aho Matua.
Judge Mullins studied law so she could become a voice for those who would
otherwise not have one. She has worked for Ngai Tahu Maori Law Centre, been an
executive member of Te Hunga Roia Maori o Aotearoa (NZ Maori Law Society),
and from 2014 to 2016 was the Timuaki Wahine/Co-President. Judge Mullins is
currently the Maori Independent member on the Community Law Centres Aotearoa
National Board.

Joel Murphy, Holland Beckett, Tauranga

Joel is a partner in Holland Beckett Law’s property and commercial team.

He advises clients on all aspects of property, including acquisitions and disposals,
leasing, developments, financing, subdivisions and related transactions. Joel has
particular expertise in kiwifruit orchards and residential development transactions.
Having worked as an in-house lawyer at one of the world’s largest solar
developers, Lightsource BP, he also has specialist expertise in advising both land
owners and solar developers on large scale solar farms throughout the country.

Laura Murphy, Holland Beckett, Tauranga

Laura is an associate in Holland Beckett Law’s environmental law and resource
management team advising clients in relation to all resource management matters,
across a range of industry sectors. Prior to this she worked for the London Borough
of Camden in their in house legal team, specialising in planning.

Mark Sherry, Harmans Lawyers, Christchurch

Mark is the managing partner at Harmans and leads a large commercial and
property team. He specialises in a wide range of commercial matters with a focus
on commercial property developments and transactions, as well as franchising.
Mark is the chair of the Property Law Section and is an Accredited Property
Specialist. He is also the convenor of the Canterbury committee of the Franchise
Association of New Zealand, a member of the Institute of Directors and is the
honorary solicitor for several charitable and community focussed trusts.
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Claire Tyler, Rainey Collins, Wellington

Claire is a partner in the business, property and personal legal services team,
focusing on assisting clients with opportunities and challenges in relation

to commercial contracts and transactions, including joint ventures, limited
partnerships, company advice and structuring, leases, shareholders’ agreements
and buying and selling businesses. She is also experienced in the areas of
residential and commercial property and often advises bodies corporate regarding
unit title issues.

Andrea Watson, Toiti Te Whenua LINZ, Christchurch

Andrea is the consulting solicitor in the team modernising Landonline. She
previously worked at Toitii te Whenua LINZ in the legal and quality assurance
teams supporting titles registration. In private practice, Andrea worked in boutique,
mid-sized and large New Zealand law firms where she specialised in registration
matters from single property transactions through to infrastructure projects and
large developments.

Charlotte White, Anderson Lloyd, Dunedin

Charlotte is an associate in the property and private client team. She specialises
in trusts, asset planning and general property matters. Charlotte also deals with
non-litigious relationship property and complex estate administration matters.
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